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All over the country tree buds are
bursting into life with fresh new
leaves and a profusions of flow-

ers of different shapes and sizes – spring
is here and summer is just around the cor-
ner. This is a wonderful season to spend
time looking at the trees in your garden
and planning for next season’s tree plant-
ing.

There is a vast array of wonderful trees
you can choose to suit your garden and
your personality. We use trees in the gar-
den for many reasons; they provide
height and perspective, screening, priva-
cy, and shade on hot days. They can be
used as wind breaks and shelter from cold
or strong winds. They can also consoli-
date a boundary and frame a view.There
are many features of interest a new tree
can bring to your garden; they can have
small subtle flowers or large flamboyant
displays, wonderful varieties of leaf shape
and colour, spectacular fiery autumnal
displays, interesting textured bark and
foliage as well as colourful or edible fruit.

You can choose evergreen trees which
are green all year round and provide shel-

ter and privacy or a deciduous tree that
looses it leaves in the autumn or why not
use both types planted together. You may
want to plant an individual specimen tree
or a mixed group of trees.

A new tree can also provide a home
and food to the wildlife that live in or
visit your garden, and generally native
species have more wildlife associated to
them than the exotic trees.

Choosing the right tree for the right
location is very important as time and
money can be wasted when plants die.
Years of watching a plant struggle in the
wrong situation can be even more frus-
trating. 

Trees come in all shapes and sizes from
small delicate plants to big magnificent
forest trees. There are several things to
carefully consider before choosing a tree
for your garden. 

Consider the mature size and shape of
the tree, select a plant suitable for space
you have. Getting this right will reduce
maintenance costs and unnecessary prun-
ing.

Will the tree of your choice be suited to
the soil type in your garden and is there
enough topsoil to sustain the tree?  Is the
location suitable and is there sufficient

sunlight, is the ground free draining or is
it prone to water logging as this can affect
species choice?

Root damage and soil compaction can
often be a cause of ill heath in trees, so
ask the question if I plant my tree in this
location will the roots or ground be dis-
turbed in the future? 

Certain tree species will tolerate more
exposure than others. Some trees get
scorched and can even lose their foliage
because of strong winds especially if you
are near the coast where the winds can be
salt ladened. You can plant trees to break
up and absorb the wind and you can then
plant the more delicate trees in their shel-
ter. 

Choosing a new tree or trees for the
garden is an exciting prospect, as one of
the most important plants in the garden so
careful planning and consideration is
advisable before you make this invest-
ment. Trees are pleasurable to have
around and if they are treated correctly
they are around for a very long time! We
not only plant trees for our benefit but for
the benefit of future generations to come.
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Your barbecue can be your
friend, but if you’re care-
less, it can just as easily

become a foe. The purchase of a
set of long handled barbecue tools
is a wise investment that will pay
dividends by keeping a safe buffer
between your fingers and the sear-
ing heat, while allowing you to
reach and retrieve food safely. 

Look after your grill and it will
look after you. Inspect your barbe-
cue for gas leaks everytime a gas
component is changed, including
the propane tank (check your man-
ual for complete instructions). You
should also test for leaks, damage,
obstructions and worn out parts if
your barbecue has been sitting for
long periods without use. Take
time to scrape away any greasy
build-up that has accumulated and

then try to keep it clean during the
grilling season.This will help pre-
vent greasy deposits from catching
fire, and will allow your barbecue
to work more efficiently too. Store
fuels safely. If you store your bar-
becue indoors, it’s critical to
remove and store the propane tank
upright, outside, in a well-ventilat-
ed area away from ignition
sources.

Take care when lighting. Fire
and gas is an explosive combina-
tion, so always follow the manu-
facturer’s instructions when both
lighting and extinguishing your
barbecue. If a burner fails to light,
or if the flames go out unexpect-
edly, turn off the burner(s) imme-
diately. Then, leave the cover open
and wait five minutes so any accu-
mulated gas will dissipate before

trying to re-light the barbecue. If
your barbecue goes out on its
own, you might be out of fuel, or
it could be an indication that your
barbecue and burner need cleaning
or replacing.When the food is
cooked and your barbecuing duties
come to a close, shut off the
propane or natural gas at the main
shut off valve, then turn off the
burner control valves—a sequence
that will prevent residual gas from
being left in the system under
pressure. Remember, barbecues
remain hot long after being turned
off, so keep the youngsters and
pets at bay, not only when you’re
cooking, but also after you’ve shut
everything off.

More food for thought. An
equal amount of attention should
be given to the actual food prepa-

ration.When handling and prepar-
ing meat for the barbecue, you
should keep raw meats, poultry
and fish from coming into contact
with each other and other foods.If
you begin with a properly defrost-
ed cut of meat, you can achieve
nice, even grilling. But remember
that cooking times vary depending
on the type of meat, air tempera-
ture, heat settings, thickness of the
cut of meat and the efficiency of
your barbecue. Cooking on a bar-
becue can be an enjoyable and
relaxing change of pace. By taking
a few precautionary measures to
maintain your equipment, and
handle foods and fuels with care,
you can help ensure this season’s
grilling is a safe and rewarding
way to entertain family and
friends.

Don’t get your fingers burned – some BBQ basics
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